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For Immediate Release

Contact: The AMcK Initiative, Inc.

Email: amck83@hotmail.com
Website: www.theamckinitiative.org
Nationally syndicated PROGRAM

“Initiative Radio with Angela McKenzie”

puts the heavy topics on momentary pause to give voice to NYC’s underground Hip Hop music movement.

March 12th, 2009 --- New York (NY) --- Always in search of innovative content to keep her core public radio audience engaged and strategies for getting the often overlooked youth market to tune in, Angela McKenzie airs her second spotlight on New York’s underground Hip Hop music movement during the week of March 29th, 2009.

Traditional guests of “Initiative Radio” have included Mrs. Oureye Sall, a Senegalese, ex-practitioner of female genital mutilation; financial expert Dr. Larry Parks who forecast our current economic melt-down almost to the day; Willie O’Ree the first black person to play in the National Hockey League during the days of the Jim Crow Laws; medical scientist Amadou Diagne whose early career took him to the laboratory of UCLA’s AIDS Institute, to cultivate and study the HIV/AIDS virus in order to develop medications for improving the quality of life for sufferers of the disease; Arun Gandhi who is a sociopolitical activist and the grandson of the Mahatma Gandhi and three reformed ex-offenders whose charges ranged from drug trafficking to assault and manslaughter.

For this second Hip Hop music spotlight, Angela sat down with Young Ceas, who co-founded the fledgling artist management and multi-media company Blak Media, LLC with his older brother Big Beezo. Blak Media is the home of solo emcee Rozewood and rhyming duo Housing Authority. Both acts have become popular in New York City’s underground Hip Hop music scene and with Blak Media resources behind them they are consistently expanding their fan base. According to Ceas; “Blak Media provides the dedication and professional tools our artists need to succeed.” Adding, “Blak Media not only provides artist management but also the marketing and promotional strategies necessary to give our artists broader exposure. We even provide in-house production facilities and CD duplication services for their convenience.”

- more -

During the program, listeners are treated to a generous sampling of Rozewood and Housing Authority’s music and keeping with “Initiative Radio’s” mission to also enlighten listeners, Angela recites William Shakespeare’s sonnet number four to highlight the commonalities between Shakespeare and today’s Hip Hop poets. Not unlike Hip Hop practitioners, Shakespeare was initially an outsider of the Elizabethan era, mainstream artistic community. Additionally, in sonnet number four Shakespeare used the infamous “N” word, which in spite of the contentious debate it has sparked for decades amongst blacks and non-blacks alike, has become an integral part of urban music vernacular.

As a follow-up to the broadcast, “Initiative Radio” teams up with Blak Media to co-present the first installment of the live underground Hip Hop music series “I Rhyme Ill” on Saturday, April 25th at Manhattan’s legendary Bowery Poetry Club. Also supporting the event is Baruch College’s weekly newspaper The Ticker. Blak Media’s own Rozewood and Housing Authority will appear alongside other emerging talents such as producer and emcee D-Black, trio Children of the Night, ladies fan favorite ZEPS, LOJ the first Hip Hop artist to perform at the United Nations; DJ Parler will be on the turn tables and headlining the show is Milano from the legendary New York City Hip Hop collective Diggin’ in the Crates Crew (D.I.T.C.)   

The Bowery Poetry Club is located at 308 Bowery (between Houston and Bleeker Streets,) show time is 10:00 PM, admission is $10 and all ages are welcome to attend.

About “Initiative Radio” 

“Initiative Radio” has quickly grown from a New York based program on one station to become a nationally syndicated program that airs daily on stations across the nation. In recognition of this achievement, when the show reached its’ one year milestone, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz issued a proclamation, declaring September 2nd 2008 “Initiative Radio Day for Positive Action” in Brooklyn, USA. The show consistently supports the work of The New York Junior League, an organization of three thousand women, committed to promoting volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Among the League’s activities is the restoration of city recreational facilities, rehabilitation of women prisoners who are returning to society and the assistance of women and children who are coping with or transitioning away from situations of domestic violence.

About Diggin’ In the Crates Crew

The Diggin' in the Crates Crew, also known as D.I.T.C., is a New York-based Hip Hop collective, deriving its name from the art of seeking out records to sample for production. Its members have achieved substantial and consistent recognition in both underground rap circles, often collaborating with undiscovered talent and underground artists alongside the most commercial of rappers including Puffy, Jay-Z and Biggie.

For additional information visit the following websites: 

· “Initiative Radio with Angela McKenzie” www.angelamckenzie.com/initiativeradio.html
· Blak Media, LLC  www.blakmedia.com
· “I Rhyme Ill” series www.irhymeill.com
· The Ticker  www.theticker.org
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