FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

African-Canadian Folk Rock Singer Angela McKenzie scores  

National Hockey League (NHL) Artist of the Month title in February 2008

New York, NY – February 1st, 2008 – When a courageous and adventurous Angela McKenzie left Toronto, Canada for New York City with only $300, she had no clue how she would survive. For a brief period, she suffered hunger and near homelessness but when her luck turned, the hunger experience proved to be just the catalyst she needed to inspire the creation of her very own 501 (c) (3) charitable, not-for-profit organization, The AMcK Initiative, Inc. (AMcK). The AMcK mission is to use Angela's music and multi-media projects to raise awareness and resources to fight hunger and poverty. 

Under the auspices of AMcK, Angela released the album “9” which she produced with Adam “Batman” Haggar and donated part proceeds from album sales to hunger related charities. The promotion of “9” garnered her performances at venues such as the United Nations in the presence of Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, the World Famous Apollo Theater for anti AIDS activist and former first lady of South Africa Winnie Mandela and as a transplanted Canadian, she did double patriotic duty by singing both the Canadian and American national anthems at the request of major league sports teams like the New York Mets, the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New York Islanders. To hear songs from “9” and to view footage of Angela's performance at the Apollo log into http://fans.nhl.com/Angela_McKenzie.
Ever the innovator, in September 2007, Angela expanded the reach of AMcK by launching Initiative Radio (IR) on WSIA 88.9 FM and WWW.WSIA.FM. IR airs Wednesdays from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM and Sundays from 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM - Eastern Time. Every week, IR features the work of organizations and individuals whose missions, occupations and personal lives positively impact humanity at every level. A thematic musical element is incorporated with the talk radio format, justifying the program's slogan Food for the Mind & Music for the Soul. Angela produces and hosts IR with a creative team that includes post production supervisor, Christopher Camp, WSIA General Manager Philip Masciantonio, Charles de Montebello (CdM Sound Studios, NYC) and website and graphics manager Reza Pootrakul. A recent program highlight was Angela's lively interview with Paul Stewart, who is the ambassador of the National Hockey League Fights Cancer Initiative.

When asked how she feels about being the NHL Artist of the Month Angela says, “Kudos to the NHL for bringing great and diverse music to hockey fans and for introducing bands to the NHL audience! Being an independent artist, I feel honored to be among Artist of the Month musicians like Ne-Yo, Wyclef Jean, The Hives and Kid Rock.” She adds, “As a Canadian, I grew up around hockey and as an African Canadian, I respect Willie O'Ree - the first Black person to play in the NHL. I feel a bit of kinship with Mr. O'Ree because the league gave him his break in 1958 and I'm sure that on many levels, his hard work has paved the way for me to get my NHL Artist of the Month break in 2008.”

To link to Angela McKenzie's NHL Artist of the Month web page log into http://fans.nhl.com/Angela_McKenzie and to learn more about her activities visit her website at www.angelamckenzie.com.

For more information send an email to amck83@hotmail.com.
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